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Nor was it long before promise became performance.
Two months later, in a satirical symposium (Maginn
loved to write this kind of conglomerate satire), were
presented all the literary notabilities of the day as com-
petitors for the editorship of Prater's Magazine.
After Croly, Campbell, Coleridge, Cunningham,
Hazlitt and several others have urged their qualifica-
tions, Bulwer appears " mounting a ladder with a half-
pay military air, nodding with an air of nonchalance to
two or three well-rigged dandies near the Columnus
jEgyptiacus, waving, with a solemn and imperious air,
a branch of Cyprus in imitation of the orators of old."
His speech proposing himself for editor, shows him
as money-greedy, pedantic in phraseology, and vain to
the point of lunacy. The pretence of civility has been
finally dropped.

There followed six months (until the end of 1830)
during which Bulwer was given a reft. The Fraser-
ians were busy hunting Montgomery and Alaric Watts
on the one hand, the New Monthly with its editor and
publisher on the other.

The Age, however, during this interval of Fraserian
silence Parted a campaign of their own against Bulwer,
which from its great similarity to that in Eraser's and
the coincidence of its chronology can hardly have had a
spontaneous origin. In January 1831 The Age led off
with a simultaneous attack on Bulwer's Siamese Twins
and on Weftmacott's old enemy Jerdan for praising
the poem in the Literary Gazette. " The critic's
weak point is a dinner, and that Mr. Bulwer knows.
Before the publication of whatever he is about to spawn
he feeds the lion of the Literary Gazette and then writes
his own review." The article goes on to accuse Bulwer

generally justifiable; but I am obstinately conscious of the ftyle of
Maginn and of the venom of Lockhart in many of its more insulting
passages.   Possibly editorial embellishment was given to a manuscript
originally written by the author of Sartor Resartus.
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